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CHESTER MUSIC SOCIETY

WELCOME

Welcome to a new season of high quality classical music performed and
presented by Chester Music Society. We are sure you will find many events of
interest in the pages of this brochure and we look forward to welcoming you to our
concerts.

Membership of the Society confers many benefits, including the opportunity to
purchase season tickets for Club and Celebrity concerts. Full details of season
tickets and choir membership will be found on the separate application form in this
brochure. (If the application form is not present please telephone 01244 383455 or
email info@chestermusicsoc.org.uk.)

Visit our web site: www.chestermusicsoc.org.uk for full up to date
information on the Society’s activities and events, as well as historical
background, and where you can also download the application form.

Keep in touch with the whole Chester music scene: pick up a copy of the
Music in Chester brochure or go to www.musicinchester.co.uk

The Society comprises four sections, each presenting a series of concerts during
the year. The timetable of each section’s events will be found on the back cover of
this brochure.

The Choir has 170 members. Drawing singers from Chester and the surrounding
district the choir gives five concerts each year in the beautiful location of Chester
Cathedral. The three principal concerts in November and in the Spring are
performances of major choral classics, oratorio and similar works with
professional soloists and orchestra. The two Christmas concert in December
provide an opportunity for all the family to celebrate the Season with us.

New members who wish to sing in the choir may join in September or January,
subject to audition. Choir membership enquiries should be addressed to 01352
757526 or by email to choirmembers@chestermusicsoc.org.uk.

Chester Music Society acknowledges support from Chester City Council

Chester Music Society is affiiated to Making Music - the National Federation of Music Societies -
LISl which represents and supports amateur music societies throughout the United Kingdom

Chester Music Society is an Equal Opportunities organisation
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The Youth Choirs support three choirs: Youth Choir, Preludes, and the Alumni
Choir. The choirs exist to promote a lifelong enjoyment of music and singing by
the education and development of musicianship in young people; to develop
qualities of teamwork, self-confidence and leadership; and to aim for excellence in
performance. The Youth Choir takes young people from age 9 to 18. Preludes, its
training choir, takes children from 7 to 11. years. We take new members for the
Youth Choir at the beginning of term, subject to audition. There is no audition for
Preludes. The Youth Choirs organise at least 3 concerts each year and tour
overseas regularly The choirs also take part in many concerts for charity at the
invitation of local organisations .

The Alumni Choir is an occasional choir of ex-members which meets twice a year
for rehearsal and performance in our Christmas and summer concerts.

Further information on all youth Choir activities may be obtained by telephoning
01244 300717

or e-mail youthinfo@chestermusicsoc.org.uk.

Celebrity Concerts: promote each year a season of six high quality concerts by
both established and rising professional musicians. During each season a variety
of instrumental and voice groupings are offered, mainly of Chamber music. Wine
and soft drinks are available during the interval, which adds to the comfortable,
intimate surroundings of this venue. Tickets may be purchased in advance or at
the door for individual concerts. By becoming a member of the Society you can
subscribe to 6 Celebrity Concerts for the price of 4.

For all ticket enquires telephone 0151 339 7326
or e-mail celebtickets@chestermusicsoc.org.uk .

The Club is a long established section where members meet to hear a wide
variety of musical events in an informal and friendly atmosphere. Many of the
performers are from local and regional specialist schools and music colleges. The
Club aims to encourage young musicians and in many cases offers the first
opportunity to perform in public. Local amateur groups and soloists are also
featured. Club membership enquiries should be addressed to 0151 339 5219 or
by email to clubinfo@chestermusicsoc.org

HOW TO BOOK

Club: with the exception of the event on 1 April 2009 all Club events are open to
non-members on payment at the door

Choir: concert tickets may be obtained by telephone: 01244 380347
or by email: choirtickets@chestermusicsoc.org.uk

PAGE TWO

CONCERT SEASON 2008 - 2009

Celebrity: concert tickets may be obtained by telephone: 0151 339 7326;

or by email: celebtickets@chestermusicsoc.org.uk.

Youth Choir: tickets may be obtained by telephone: 01244 300717

or by email: youthtickets@chestermusicsoc.org.uk

Tickets for all events other than the Club may also be purchased at Chester
Tourist Information Centre, Town Hall Square, telephone 01244 402385

HOW TO PAY

By cheque (payable to Chester Music Society) accompanied by a stamped self-
addressed envelope. Credit cards are accepted at the Tourist Information Centre,
subject to a small fee.

REDUCED PRICES

Concessionary prices are available at all Society events. For full details see the
pricing pages in the body of this brochure, or contact the appropriate ticket
secretary as indicated above.

VENUES

With the exception of the Club event on 1 April 2009 all Club and Celebrity
concerts are at St Mary's Centre, St Mary’s Hill, Chester, CH1 2DW. Choir
concerts are in Chester Cathedral. Youth Choir concerts are at All Saints Church,
Hoole Road, Chester.

CAR PARKING

St Mary’s Centre (for Club and Celebrity Concerts): free parking in Castle Square.
Access from the Grosvenor Road roundabout.

Cathedral (for Choir concerts): Evening parking is available in the Princess Street
and Trinity Street car parks for £2 (at the date of publication of this brochure).
Please observe any notices in the car parks.

All Saints Church (for Youth Choirs concerts): free on-street parking on Hoole
Road.

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS

All venues are accessible by wheelchair. Please make your needs known when
booking tickets so that we can ensure you (and your companion if necessary) are
provided with appropriate seating

LARGE FONT PROGRAMMES

Are available on request at Choir and Celebrity concerts
WOMEN'’'S SAFE TRANSPORT

Telephone 01244 310585
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MUSIC SOCIETY CLUB

VALE ROYAL SINGERS

Margaret Corlett Music Director

The Vale Royal Singers is a talented and versatile group of around 20 voices from across Cheshire.
The choir’s repertoire is diverse covering both sacred and secular choral music from different eras and
in various styles.

Music at Michaelmas brings together music from different eras in a wealth of styles, beginning with a
group of 16™ century madrigals. Guest guitar soloist, Peter Oliver will join us for a group of choral
songs with guitar accompaniment interspersed with solos. The programme also includes a set of
spirituals, arrangements of Autumn Leaves and Beatles songs, and will end with Bob Chilcott’s Little
Jazz Mass.

Club Members: FREE; Non-Members: £4; Students and Job-Seekers £1
Telephone 0151 339 5219

Wednesday 8 October 2008 | 7.30 pm |ST MARY'S CENTRE

CELEBRITY CONCERT
Supported by The Friends of the Celebrity
Concerts

MANCHESTER CAMERATA ENSEMBLE
Mozart: String Quintet in D K593

Mozart: Clarinet Quintet in A K681

Brahms: String Quintet No.2 in G Op88

The ever-popular Manchester Camerata Ensemble returns, this time with 5 strings and clarinet. The
Ensembile is a flexible chamber group playing repertoire that encompasses all instrumental chamber
works. Manchester Camerata Ensemble was formed in 1990 and features players from Manchester
Camerata. The Ensemble has a busy schedule, performing regularly at the Royal Northern College of
Music and at venues around the region.

Tickets: £12; Reductions £9.
Telephone 0151 339 7326
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Wednesday 29 October 2008 | 7.30 pm |ST MARY'S CENTRE

MUSIC SOCIETY CLUB

SOPHIE ROSA violin

Sophie is studying at the Royal Northern College of Music under Professor Wen Zhou Li. She has
recently won the Lions National Competition and will represent the UK in the International Competition
in France. Sophie has also made her début at the Wigmore Hall.

Club Members: FREE; Non-Members: £4; Students and Job-Seekers £1
Telephone 0151 339 5219

Wednesday 12 November 2008 | 7.30 pm |[ST MARY'S CENTRE
CELEBRITY CONCERT

JENNIFER PIKE violin
Jeremy Pike piano

Janacek Violin Sonata
Beethoven Violin Sonata No.10 in G Major Op.96
Frank Violin Sonata

In 2002, at the age of twelve, Jennifer Pike became the
youngest ever winner of the BBC Young Musician of the Year
competition. In January 2008, she was honoured with this
year's South Bank Show / The Times Breakthrough Award.
Jennifer is the first classical artist to be awarded this award, in
acknowledgement of the impact that she has made during
2007 both in her own field and throughout the arts as a whole.

Last year she celebrated her 18th birthday with a recital in the
Wigmore Hall. Earlier this year she appeared in Chester
Cathedral where she performed Vivaldi's The Four Seasons
with Manchester Camerata.

Tickets: £12; Reductions £9.
Telephone 0151 339 7326
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Saturday 22 November 2008 | 7.30 pm |
CHESTER CATHEDRAL

CHOIR
COMMEMORATING RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS (1872-1958)

Finzi For Saint Cecilia
Elgar Sea Pictures
Vaughan Williams A Sea Symphony

Celebrating the Feast of St Cecilia: Finzi’'s For St Cecilia was written
to a commission from the St Cecilia's Day Festival Committee and
first performed in 1947. Written for choir and tenor soloist to words by
Edmund Blunden, the work mixes moments of ceremonial grandeur ==
with moments of intense lyricism in a rousing celebration of the patron salnt of music.

Sea Pictures, a setting by Elgar (1899) of five songs for mezzo
soprano and orchestra, is a reflective and moving evocation of the
sea and seafarers.

We commemorate the 50" anniversary of the death of Ralph
8 \aughan Williams with a performance of his choral symphony. With
' text from Leaves of Grass by the American poet Walt Whitman, and
first performed in 1910, the overall impression is of a work that is
panoramic in scale and as big as the sea itself. The flavour and
sound of the sea is everywhere.

Julie Kennard soprano

Rosie Aldridge mezzo soprano
Bryan Dadson tenor

Stephen Roberts baritone
Graham Jordan Ellis conductor

Chester Music Society Choir
Liverpool Sinfonia

Tickets: £16, £12 (Nave: numbered, reserved): £6 (Aisles, unreserved, restricted view)
Reduced prices available. Telephone 01244 380347

Wednesday 26 November 2008 | 7.30 pm |[ST MARY'S CENTRE

MUSIC SOCIETY CLUB

ABBEY GATE COLLEGE Chapel Choir and soloists
Stewart Smith Music Director

Club Members: FREE; Non-Members: £4; Students and Job-Seekers £1
Telephone 0151 339 5219
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Wednesday 3 December 2008 | 7.30 pm |ST MARY'S CENTRE

CELEBRITY CONCERT

CANTORIAN SIRENIAN SINGERS

Jean Stanley-Jones Conductor:
Tim Stuart piano

Our Christmas Concert features the internationally
acclaimed Cantorian Sirenian Singers: a mixed
choir who sing choral music spanning six centuries and a wide range of composers from all over the
world. They will include some more unusual Christmas pieces in their programme.

The Cantorian Sirenian Singers were the first Welsh choir to win the prestigious “Choir of the
World“competition at the Llangollen International Eisteddfod. Their conductor, Jean Stanley-Jones, is
acknowledged as one of Britain’s leading vocal trainers, choral conductors and adjudicators, and has
received numerous national and international awards.

The ticket price includes free wine and buffet

Tickets: £15; Reductions £12.
Telephone 0151 339 7326

Saturday 13 December 2008 | 7.30 pm |
ALL SAINTS CHURCH, HOOLE ROAD, CHESTER
YOUTH CHOIRS

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
A festival of Christmas music for all the family

Youth Choir and Preludes

Helena Thomas and Katie Wilkes conductors

Tickets: £7 (Reductions: £5)
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Monday 15 and Tuesday 16 December 2008 | 7.30 pm |
CHESTER CATHEDRAL Wednesday 14 January 2009 | 7.30 pm |ST MARY'S CENTRE
CHOIR CELEBRITY CONCERT
“ASPECTS OF CHRISTMAS”

. . , AMY DICKSON Saxophone
A Celebration in Words and Music for all the family CATHERINE MILLEDGE Piano

With readings by Stage and Television celebrity
PATRICIA ROUTLEDGE

Jules Demerssmen Fantasie
James Macmillan Kiss on wood
Brahms Intermezzi 1&2 Op 117 (Piano solo)
Ginastera Danza de la moza donosa
Milhaud Scaramouche

Gershwin Three preludes

Debussy Pagodes (Piano solo)
Debussy La plus que lente
Rachmaninov Vocalise

Charles Dawes Melody

Eugene Bozza Aria

Pedro Iturralde Pequena Czarda

Matthew Rogers treble
Graham Jordan Ellis conductor
Chester Music Society Choir
Chester Philharmonic Orchestra

Tickets:

£16 (Nave: numbered, reserved):

£10 (Aisles: numbered, reserved, restricted view)
Reduced prices available

Telephone 01244 380347

Amy Dickson and Catherine Milledge return to Chester after a very well received concert in 2007 for
the Chester Summer Music Festival. Both are supported by the Countess of Munster Trust, which
provides financial help to talented young artists who are on the threshold of a first class career.

Spring 2009 |Date and Venue to be confirmed
WORKSHOP Born in Sydney, Amy began saxophone lessons at the age of seven and made her concerto début at

16. At 17 she became a recipient of the James Fairfax Australian Young Artist of the Year competition,
Training days for amateur string players, performing in quartets with professional tuition, have been which led to a recording with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra and the start of an international career.

held for the past three years and it is hoped to organise a similar event in 2009. To register your After graduating with a first in Classics and English from Jesus College, Oxford Catherine Milledge was

interest and to obtain full information nearer the time please telephone 01606 882007. awarded a distinction for her post-graduate diploma in piano accompaniment from the Guildhall School
of Music and Drama and went on to gain a MMus in solo performance, She has performed in the

Queen Elizabeth Hall and Purcell Room, the Wigmore Hall and St. John’s, Smith Square, as well as
the Bridgewater Hall, Manchester and Holywell Music Room, Oxford.

Wednesday 7 January 2009 | 7.30 pm |ST MARY'S CENTRE

MUSIC SOCIETY CLUB Tickets: £12; Reductions £9.
Telephone 0151 339 7326
“TRIO TREATS”
Jean Blackwell piano Wednesday 28 January 2009 | 7.30 pm |ST MARY'S CENTRE Revised Date

John Blackwell clarinet
Sarah Tomlins flute

Colin Waker violin MUSIC SOCIETY CLUB

The programme will include flute trios by Quantz and the first public performance of a clarinet trio by TALENTED YOUNG MUSICIANS from schools in Chester

Leslie Wyatt, written especially for Jean and John Blackwell. An evening of music performed by instrumentalists and vocalists, presented by Lila Hallett
Club Members: FREE; Non-Members: £4; Students and Job-Seekers £1 Club Members: FREE; Non-Members: £4; Students and Job-Seekers £1

Telephone 0151 339 5219 Telephone 0151 339 5219
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Wednesday 4 February 2009 | 7.30 pm |[ST MARY'S CENTRE Wednesday 25 February 2009 | 7.30 pm |ST MARY'S CENTRE Revised Date
MUSIC SOCIETY CLUB

MUSIC SOCIETY CLUB
JEREMY HEALD and BRIAN HEALD pianos

THE KINGS SCHOOL CHAMBER ORCHESTRA An evening of piano solos and duets
James Millard Music Director Club Members: FREE; Non-Members: £4; Students and Job-Seekers £1
Adrian Rushforth Head of Strings Telephone 0151 339 5219

A programme of orchestral music, plus quartets, trios and duos

Club Members: FREE; Non-Members: £4; Students and Job-Seekers £1 Wednesday 11 March 2009 | 7.30 pm |
Telephone 0151 339 5219 ST MARY'S CENTRE
CELEBRITY CONCERT

Wednesday 11 February 2009 | 7.30 pm [ST MARY'S CENTRE DMYTRO ONYSHENKO piano

Liszt Piano Sonata in B minor S178

CELEBRITY CONCERT Bach Preludes and fugues (selection)
Supported by a Friend of the Celebrity Concerts Beethoven Piano Sonata in Bb major, Op. 106 (Hammerklavier)

Dmytro Onyshchenko was born in Lviv in the Ukraine in 1983. He won the Moscow International
BARBIROLLI STRING QUARTET Tchaikovsky Piano Competition at the age of 19 and in 2007 won the First Prize (piano) at the

prestigious Lyssenko International Competition in Kiev. He has given a number of very successful
concerts in Chester in recent years

Katie Stillman Violin ] )
Rhaki Singh Violin Tickets: £12; Reductions £9.
Ella Brinch Viola Telephone 0151 339 7326

Victoria Simonsen Cello

Mozart Quartet No. 22 in Bb Major, K589 (Prussian No2)

Beethoven Quartet No. 11 in F minor Op. 95 (Serioso) Saturday 21 March 2009 | 7.30 pm |[CHESTER CATHEDRAL
Emily Hall New composition CHOIR

Ravel: Quartet in F major

1 Formed in 2003 at the Royal Northern College of Music as Rossini Petite Messe Solennelle

“The Stillman Quartet’ they so impressed the late Lady
Barbirolli that she allowed them to take the name of her late
husband, Sir John. They bring together a wealth of
experience, its members each having performed widely in
their native countries of Canada, Wales, Australia and New
Zealand before coming to England to continue their studies.
The Barbirolli Quartet was selected for the prestigious 2008
Countess of Munster Musical Trust Recital Scheme and is
2008 Tunnell Trust winner.

This 'little solemn mass' was the last of Rossini's major compositions and was
immediately received enthusiastically when it was first performed in March 1864.
He scored the work for intimate forces — two pianos, harmonium, four soloists
and chorus.

Soloists from the Royal Northern College of Music
Eve Harrington piano

Stephanie Howard piano

Simon Russell harmonium

Tickets: £12; Reductions £9. Gioachino Rossini

Graham Jordan Ellis conductor
Telephone 0151 339 7326 Chester Music Society Choir

Tickets: £12 (All Nave: numbered, reserved): £6 (Aisles, unreserved, restricted view)
Reduced prices available Telephone 01244 380347
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Saturday 28 March 2009 | 7.30 pm |
ALL SAINTS CHURCH, HOOLE ROAD, CHESTER
YOUTH CHOIR = :

SPRING CONCERT

An evening of songs and instrumental pieces
showcasing the talents of the young singers

Youth Choir and Preludes
Helena Thomas and Katie Wilkes conductors
Tickets: £7 (Reductions: £5)

Wednesday 1 April 2009 | 7.30 pm |
MUSIC SOCIETY CLUB

AN EVENING IN THE LONG ROOM, EATON PARK

(By kind permission of Their Graces the Duke and Duchess of Westminster)

John Gough piano
Vanessa Williamson mezzo soprano

Piano and vocal solos. The programme will
include both Lieder and English song

Vanessa is the only singer to have graduated
with a first class honours degree and a
distinction in the performer’s diploma from the
RNCM. Her extensive repertoire encompasses
the early Baroque to the present day. She has
been a soloist with orchestras such as the
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic and the City of
Birmingham Symphony and has performed at the Three Choirs, Bath,
Cheltenham and Chester Festivals.

A resident of Chester, John has performed all over Britain, across Europe and at New York's Carnegie
Hall. He has appeared with the RPO Pops, RLPO and Northern Chamber Orchestra under conductors
including Sir Neville Marriner and Guy Wolfenden, as well as performing recitals at Wigmore Hall and
Purcell Room in London and also the Chester, Buxton and Ribble Valley Festivals.

Club Members: £8; Non-members £12. Including buffet and wine
Tickets for the Long Room must be reserved in advance:
Telephone 0151 339 5219
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Saturday 9 May 2009 | 7.30 pm |CHESTER CATHEDRAL
CHOIR

BAROQUE MASTERPIECES: BACH AND HANDEL

Bach Magnificat in D

Bach Brandenburg Concerto No 2in F

Handel Gloria

Handel Coronation Anthems

It is difficult to imagine more festive music than the four anthems Handel
composed for the coronation of King George Il and Queen Caroline in
Westminster Abbey on 11 October 1727, including the ever-popular Zadok the
Priest which has been sung at every coronation since 1727.

Handel's Gloria, previously unknown for nearly 300 years, was discovered in the
library of the Royal Academy of Music in London in 2001. Clearly written as a
showpiece for coloratura soprano, it is an important addition to the Handel
catalogue.

Two of Bach’s best-known works also feature in the concert.

Nicki Kennedy soprano
Richard Scott countertenor
Sean Clayton tenor

Paul Reeves bass

' Graham Jordan Ellis conductor
Chester Music Society Choir
Liverpool Sinfonia

Tickets: £16, £12 (Nave: numbered, reserved): £6
(Aisles,
unreserved, restricted view)

Reduced
prices available Telephone 01244 380347

Saturday 11 July 2009 | 7.30 pm |
ALL SAINTS CHURCH, HOOLE ROAD, CHESTER
YOUTH CHOIRS

SUMMER CONCERT

The culmination of the season for the choirs

This evening they will perform some of their favourite
songs.

Youth Choir and Preludes
Helena Thomas and Katie Wilkes conductors

Tickets: £7 (Reductions: £5)



2008 — 2009 SEASON DIARY

08 OCTOBER 2008
12 NOVEMBER 2008
03 DECEMBER 2008
14 JANUARY 2009
11 FEBRUARY 2009
11 MARCH 2009

01 OCTOBER 2008
29 OCTOBER 2008
26 NOVEMBER 2008
07 JANUARY 2009
28 JANUARY 2009
04 FEBRUARY 2009
25 FEBRUARY 2009
01 APRIL 2009

22 NOVEMBER 2008
15 DECEMBER 2008
16 DECEMBER 2008
21 MARCH 2009

09 MAY 2009

13 DECEMBER 2008
28 MARCH 2009
11 JULY 2009

CELEBRITY CONCERTS
Manchester Camerata Sextet
Jennifer Pike, violin
Cantorian Sirenian Singers
Amy Dickson, saxophone; Catherine Milledge, piano
Barbirolli String Quartet
Dymtro Onyshenko, piano

CLUB
Vale Royal Singers
Sophie Rosa, violin
Abbey Gate College Chapel Choir
“Trio Treats”
Young Musicians from Chester Schools
The King’s School Chamber Orchestra
Jeremy Heald and Brian Heald, pianos
John Gough and Vanessa Williamson at the Long Room

CHOIR
Vaughan Williams: A Sea Symphony; Finzi; Elgar
Christmas with Patricia Routledge
Christmas with Patricia Routledge
Rossini: Petite Messe Solennelle
Handel: Coronation Anthems; Bach: Magnificat

YOUTH CHOIRS
Carols for All
Spring Concert
Summer Concert

WORKSHOPS

Date to be confirmed A Training Day for amateur string players. See page Seven

Chester Music society reserves the right to alter or cancel programmes without

notice

PATRONS

Chester Music Society gratefully acknowledges the support it receives from its
Patrons:

ASHLEY SCOTT, Wine Merchants,
The Highway, Hawarden, Deeside, CH5 3RY
01244 520655

BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB BUSINESS SERVICES,
Lakewood, Heronsway, Chester Business Park, Chester CH4 9QW
01244 586100

HACKER YOUNG (Incorporating Haswell Bros.), Chartered Accountants
St John's Chambers, Love Street, Chester CH1 1QN 01244 320532

HBOS plc, Capital House, Queen's Park Road, Chester

MAPLE LEAF FINANCIAL SERVICES LTD
Maple House, 23 Watergate Row, Chester, CH1 2LE 01244 357470

MARKS & SPENCER plc, Foregate Street, Chester, CH1 1HP 01244 348411

MBNA INTERNATIONAL BANK Ltd,
Stansfield House, Chester Business Park, Chester, 01244 676555

MUSIC NOTES, Specialist Printed Music Shop,
4 North John Street, Liverpool L2 4SA.
0151 227 9836. Mail order welcome. www.music-notes.net

PHILIP BARKER CHARITY 28 Elizabeth Crescent, Chester, CH4 7AZ,
01244 629043

The Youth Choirs gratefully acknowledge support for their overseas tours from the Philip Barker Charity

SHELL UK plc, Ellesmere Port 0151 3504000

For full details of patronage and sponsorship please contact David Parks-Smith:
01606 882007

CHESTER MUSIC SOCIETY
A Company Limited by Guarantee
Registered in England No 4793760 Registered Charity No 1099094
Registered Office: Hacker Young, St John's Chambers, Love Street, Chester CH1 1QN

www.chestermusicsoc.org.uk



